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at our expense. How far we can rely on our alliance
with Austria-Hungary against temptations of this kind
will depend not only on the letter of agreement, but
also to some extent on the character of the personali-
ties and the political and confessional currents, which at
the time are influential in Austria. If Russian policy
succeeds in winning Austria, then the coalition of the
Seven Years' war against us is complete, for France will
always be to be had against us, her interests on the Rhine
being more important than those in the East and on the
Bosphorus.

Anyhow, in the future not only military equipment
but also a correct political eye will be required to guide
the German ship of state through the currents of coalitions
to which we are exposed in consequence of our geograph-
ical position and our previous history. We shall not
avoid the dangers which lie in the bosom of the future by
amiability and commercial fourboires to friendly Powers.
We should only increase the greed of our former friends
and teach them to reckon on our anxieties and necessities.
What I fear is, that by following the road in which we
have started our future will be sacrificed to small and tem-
porary feelings of the present. Former rulers looked more
to the capacity than the obedience of their advisers; if
obedience alone is the criterion, then demands will be made
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on the general ability of the monarch, which even Fred-
erick the Great himself would not satisfy, although in his
time politics, both in war and peace, were less difficult
than they are to-day.

Our reputation and our security will develop all the
more permanently, the more, in all conflicts which do not

immediately touch us, we hold ourselves in reserve and do
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